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CALL FOR PROPOSALS
Art for  the new Helen DeVos Chi ldren’s Hospi tal

LaFonts ee Galle rie s is seeking  pr opos als  f ro m ar tists to d esign a nd 
crea te tw o a nd thr ee - di mensi ona l a rt wor k to be placed throughout the main 
lobby of the new Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.  Six spaces within the lobby are   
available for the display of signature works which will help create a therapeutic             
environment supportive of health and healing for children, parents, staff, and visitors.

Proposals should demonstrate an awareness and integration of the architectural 
features specific to the hospital, indicating strong consideration of elements such as the 
distinctive blue glass walls and dramatic wave pattern surrounding the building.  Due to 
the nature of the project, the involvement of children in the creative process is desired.

LaFontsee Galleries will select proposals which best demonstrate the artistic mission of 
the hospital with visual impact and interest.  All submissions, including donations, will 
be considered through a juried process. 

The artistic mission of the artwork is to:
• Portray inspiration from children or to include children in the process of creation 
• I nstill a sense of healing, comfort, and fun, naturalizing the experience of visiting     
   the hospital as well as helping children and adults overcome their anxieties and fears
• A ppeal to a diverse audience and embrace all cultures and religions
• Co mpliment the hospital’s architectural structure and flavor

Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital to be completed in 2011
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PROPOSAL FORM
Art for the new Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital

Pers ona l Inf or mati on

Name of Artist _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________zip______________________

Telephone _____________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________

Website (if available) ____________________________________________________________

Pro ject Inf or mati on

Project (A, B, C, D, E, or F) _______________________________________________________

Medium _______________________________________________________________________

Estimated size & price ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

HOW TO APPLY
Fill out the official application form and submit 
with the required materials listed below.

REQUIRED MA TERIALS
• Cover letter detailing the meaning behind 
your project, your motivations, and how it fits 
the mission of Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital
•  Completed proposal form
•  Résumé
•  A one-page description of the proposed 
work, including a statement describing materi-
als and processes, a breakdown of the budget, 
size, medium, and special accommodations 
for installation (lighting, structural support for 
mobiles or hanging sculpture,  blocking, etc) 
•  Drawings/Diagrams (include dimensions)
•  5 to 10 images of related work both as     
digital files on a CD-ROM and as color prints
•  References including names and phone 
numbers of three people familiar with your 
work and qualifications

SEND TO:
LaFontsee Galleries
Attn: HDVCH Lobby Proposal
820 Monroe Ave NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

TIMELINE:
• Proposals must be postmarked by September 
30th, 2009
•  Work must be completed and ready for 
installation by September of 2010. Dates for 
installation are not yet determined
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PROJECT D ETAILS 
PROJECT A - water sculpture
Project A’s wall is located next to the gift shop and the information desk. The upper and lower 
level wall is located in front of a water supply, creating a perfect opportunity for an enclosed 
water piece.  Water exposed to open-air is not permitted due to hygienic regulations.

PROJECT B - 2D artwork
Located just inside the entrance from the main parking ramp, this high-traffic location will greatly 
influence patients’ and families’ first impressions of the hospital. The space is located on the back 
side of the main elevators on a flat two-story wall.

PROJECT C - 2D artwork
Also located just inside the entrance from the main parking ramp, Project C is in a high-traffic 
location and will have significant influence on patients’ and families’ first impressions of the   
hospital. The unique curved space is primarily on the upper mezzanine above the media room, 
stairway, and lower-level walkway with the option to continue onto one of the lower-level walls.

PROJECT D - 2D artwork
This space is visible from the seating area outside of the restaurant and in front of the stage. It is 
located above the registration area. The continuously curved wall on the mezzanine may be 
used, with the option to continue onto one of the lower-level walls.

PROJECT E - 2D artwork
Project E is the largest wall space available in the main lobby.  It spans the entire upper curved 
mezzanine with the option to continue onto the lower-level walls.  It is located above the            
restaurant and interactive play area.  Artwork must be able to accommodate air vents and        
security cameras.

PROJECT F - 3D sculpture installation
Project F is a unique opportunity for a three-dimensional hanging sculpture.  It is located 
throughout a large portion of the lobby.  It is also an option, though not a requirement, to      
continue the project on the entranceway overhang outside the building. The sculpture installation 
must accommodate existing support pillars, lights, and radiant heaters on the entranceway roof.
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PROJECT Fhanging from ceiling

PROJECT Fhanging from ceiling
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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